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In a station of the metro / Ezra Pound

The apparition of these faces in the crowd ;
Petals on a wet, black bough.

Program Notes:

Staying true to the work’s reputation as a quintessential Imagist poem, I chose to
musically explore the literary attempt to subvert the ongoing temporal flow, to present the
observations noted by Pound at a Paris metro station as a series of moments, frozen in
time. Parsing the text, a series of clear, isolated objects emerge — their slight musicalized
variations allow different facets of each moment to materialize. At other times, these
objects are broken into their components, like white light passed through a prism.

The lack of clear signification in the original text is preserved, as the work is neither
about a metro station, a crowd, or flower petals. Rather, the emphasis is on the
experiential phenomena itself, its wide range of colours, shades and tints.



Performance Notes:

Accidentals: 1= Y4 tone sharp, { =Y tone flat

Boxes (seen below):

=y ! Musical material within the box serves as material
e —— for motivic improvisation, and may be freely
pa pa pa displaced to create textural effects. Duration of

improvisation is indicated by the arrow.

] S In the event of two boxes separated by a vertical
3 el ='| o ] = line, follow instructions above while freely using
. . material from either box in improvisation.

Staves, note-heads, and pronunciation:

> Appearing in the 2™ and 3™ movements, single staff lines and X
| | shaped note-heads indicate un-pitched vocalization. For the

Ah) fif vocalizations of A(h) or T(hay), accent un-bracketed letter and
voice the bracketed portion with the outgoing breath. Other
vocalizations should be pronounced phonetically, keeping in mind
that they are all derived from the source text and title.

In the case where the vocalization ssffsfs is assigned, alternate
freely between the two consonants for the duration of note.
ssffsfs
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4 In a station of the metro
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