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poetry (rewriting Bukowski) 
 
it  
takes 
a lot of 
 
 

- Adam Basanta, inspired by Bukowski’s “poetry” 
 
 
The text is a reflection on the frustration of writing poetry; the frustration of writing music. I chose, in opposition to Bukowski, not to 
articulate exactly what it takes, and instead allow that part of the dialogue to come from the musical devices employed in the piece. 
 
Piano preparation: Use two bath chains, placed on the strings inside the piano. Each bath chain should cover the strings in the 
following treble and bass ranges specified below.    

   
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
In bar 1 and 27, notes are placed in brackets (as seen below). This notates a depression of the specified keys without making a sound, 
and the subsequent depression of the sostenuto pedal. The sostenuto pedal is held until a note for its release is seen (bar 26 and 58 
respectively).  
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notes in brackets should be depressed only prior to start
hold down sostenuto pedal until bar 26.
Also, prepare piano as per the instructions.
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poetry (rewriting Bukowski)
Adam Basanta

Score
agitated

agitated

forcefully
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